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   The Christmas season is here! 

   What characters or images come to your mind when you think of  Christmas? Some of  us may 
think of  a giant beautiful Christmas tree in the shopping mall or you may already be thinking about 
a special Christmas gift for your loved one. There is nothing wrong with that, but it also seems true 
that nowadays, Christmas consumerism dominates the spirit of  Christmas. We often forget a simple 
fact that Christmas really is not our birthday but it is all about God and a story of  His son, Jesus 
Christ.  

   In this special and spiritual season, I want to invite us all to re-think the meaning of  Christmas 
and re-focus on Christmas characters in the birth of  Jesus in the Bible during each Sunday morning.  

1st Sunday of  Advent (Nov. 30): “Angel” 

2nd Sunday of  Advent (Dec. 7): “Joseph” 

3rd Sunday of  Advent (Dec. 14): “Mary” 

4th Sunday of  Advent (Dec. 21): “Shepherds” 

Christmas Eve services (Dec. 24): 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 

1st Sunday after Christmas Day (Dec. 28):  
Mary McCollum will preach on the “Three Wise Men.”  

   I hope we will be able to re-find the meaning of  Christmas and restore a beautiful story of  
Christmas while we are journeying together in the Advent season.   

   May God bless you and your family! 

 

 

The Christmas Season is Here! 

By Pastor Jeong Park 
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Prayer Requests 
   Lola Morphis asks prayers for her son, Craig, 
who lives in Santa Barbara and fell recently.  
Please pray for peace of 
mind for Lola.   

   Prayers of thanks for 
Joanne Cossairt’s 
successful cataract 
surgery.   

   Ed Klanjac's younger 
sister, Bev Larch, passed 
away this month.   
Please pray for comfort 
for the Klanjac and 
Larch families. 

   Bruce Anderson 
(Roy's nephew)  passed 
away recently from 
cancer of the pancreas.  
Bruce lived in the 
Seattle, Washington 
area.  Please pray for 
comfort and peace of 
mind for his family.  

   Terri Himes' mother 
broke her femur (thigh) 
bone and will need 10 weeks of recovery before 
she can put weight on her leg.  Please pray for 
healing, comfort, strength and love for her.  

   Diane Sommer is asking prayers for her mother-
in-law, Frances Sommer, who is suffering with a 

debilitating condition.  
Please pray for relief, 
comfort and peace of 
mind. Diane also asks for 
prayers for her sister in 
law, Gayle Wilson, as she 
completes radiation for 
breast cancer.  Pray for 
comfort and strength.   

   Brenda Leake, a recent 
visitor to our church, asks 
for prayers for the family 
of Diana Born, who died 
of cancer just shy of her 
50th birthday; for 
Charlene Ramsey who 
was recently released 
from the hospital due to 
pneumonia; for 2-year-
old Victor who fell off 
the sofa and hurt his leg; 
for Frank Fanara who 
suffered a stroke recently; 
and for Shelby Crossen 

for courage and strength and the ability to kick 
her addiction/habit.  

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 
   Please keep Sue McGee, Stan and Alma 
Andrus, Lola Morphis, Roger and Norma 
Bennett, Margy Lauritzen, and all of our church 
members and friends who may not make it to 
church regularly in your prayers. 

Do you have prayer requests? 
Contact Nancy Klanjac  

(nanklan1@aol.com; 967-5427), so the 
members of our prayer chain can pray for 

you, or contact the Church Office 
(office@fairoaksumc.org; 961-6631) to 

have your requests printed in the Acorn. 
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 Thank you to Ellen Couch, Bill Floyd, Ruby and Wayde Wicker for 
providing refreshments and hospitality on Election Day. 

 Thank you to Tom Wold for dealing with SMUD regarding light 
outages on campus. 

 Thank you to Dale Doty and Ellen Frosch for spending a Saturday 
morning setting up new computers in the Church and Finance 
Offices. 

 Thank you to Bob Gilberg for stepping in with technical assistance 
on Sunday mornings. 

 Thank you to Mary Maret for wrangling acolytes when ushers were 
unavailable. 

 Thank you to Nancy Edwards and Samantha Arrasmith for assisting 
Little Methodist School with their annual Thanksgiving program. 

 Thank you to Boy Scouts, Little Methodist School teachers/parents 
/students, and EVERYONE who participated in our Fall Work Day! 

California International Marathon: 

Intersections Closed December 7 

   The California International Marathon will run on Sunday, December 7, 
2014, causing some intersections near the church to be closed.  The race 
starts at 7 am near Folsom Dam and travels Oak Avenue, Fair Oaks Blvd, 
and J Street to the Capitol.  Intersections will be closed only while the race 
comes through, but be prepared, if necessary, to leave home early and avoid 
the race course on your way to church.   

Thank you! 
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   About the Bazaar...Almost everyone has a skill, talent, or hobby and produces beautiful one-of-a-
kind, original works.  We have people who make jewelry, assemble gift baskets, pot plants, bottle 
home-grown honey, make herbal items, create kitchen magic in prize–winning cakes, pies, jams, 
honey mustard, plum wine, knit interesting and beautiful useful items, quilt professionally, create art 
works in all mediums, make handbags, do outstanding photography, arrange flowers, and on and on.  
We could bring our best treasures for sale at Christmas time and consider it our gift to the Christ 
Child.  100% of all donations will go to the church treasury.  So what will you bring?  Mark a realistic 
price on each item and place them on the tables provided that evening.  Your gift to God of your 
time and talents is a welcome help in maintaining our mission and ministry.   

   An Invitation…Christmas time is a wonderful time to invite our friends, neighbors, and family to 
visit.  We have special decorations, tempting refreshments, delightful activity and entertainment to 
share.  The same can be said for our church home at this time of year.  So think of all the people in 
your life that you want to share the joy of the season with and invite them to the Advent Concert and 
Bethlehem Bazaar.  Extra invitations will be available on Sundays in the bulletin and in the Narthex. 

You are cordially invited to our wonderful  

Advent Concert and Bethlehem Bazaar 

Saturday, 
December 6, 
6:30 pm at 
Fair Oaks 

United 
Methodist 

Church 

9849 Fair 
Oaks 

Boulevard, 
Fair Oaks 

916-961-6631 

Admission is free, please come and begin the holidays with us! 

Advent Concert & Bethlehem Bazaar 

By Mary McCollum 
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   A carpet sweeper is placed handily in the coed bathroom for 
our use in cleaning up after ourselves following worship.  We 
want to leave the sanctuary clean for the congregation that 
follows us.  So if you see crumbs, etc. be a kitchen police and 
whisk over the area please! 

Christmas Evergreen Wreaths with Pine Cones and a Bow 

30” wreath for $25 

22” wreath for $20 

   The church will make $5 per wreath sold.  Ask your friends 
and neighbors if they will support our church by purchasing 
here.  Flower Fiesta will deliver on Sundays in December.  

   Email or call to order: flowerfiesta@msn.com / 916-225-2623.  
For more information contact Geri Ann Alviso. 

Tidy Up the Sanctuary on Sundays, 

Please! 

Christmas Wreath Fundraiser 

Calling all Angels, 

Shepherds, Sheep, Mary, 

Joseph, & Nativity Folks! 

   The kids will once again be performing a Christmas Play for the early 
Christmas Eve service.  The only requirement for being in the show is that 
the child can come to the early service on Christmas Eve.  We will practice 
after church on Dec. 7, 14, and 21.  Please contact Anne Wilhoit 
at wilhoit@surewest.net or 916-726-2195 for information or to let her know 
that your child is interested.  Please state whether your child prefers a 
speaking or non-speaking part and if your child has a talent they would like 
to share.  (In past years we have included clarinet and piano pieces, singing 
solos and recitations.) 

mailto:flowerfiesta@msn.com
mailto:wilhoit@surewest.net
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Have you heard these old and current sayings? 

‘Tis the season for giving!     Christmas is a-coming! 

   What better way to celebrate Christmas than by giving to help others less fortunate than we are.  
We have that opportunity in many ways in our church.  We should all be proud of the many 
ministries our church sponsors that are active all year long, not just at Christmastime.  Be we are 
more focused on giving at this season.  I’m impressed that each of our ministries serves the needs 
of different sets of people, most of them in our local Sacramento metro area; but others, like 
Heifer International, help families overseas, as well as in the U.S., to become self-sufficient.  We 
“pass on the gift” of our money to Heifer International, who buys livestock, tree seedlings, and 
other living things and then “pass on our gift” in that way.  The families who receive the livestock 
then “pass on the gift” of the first born to another family, who does the same. 

   An “In Honor” card is a wonderful gift to give to anyone at anytime.  
You can “gift” a flock of chicks , a gaggle of geese, a sheep, a beehive, 
and—of course—a heifer! Information is in “The Most Important Gift 
Catalog in  the World.” These and “In Honor” cards can be found on 
the Heifer/Sharing Table in the Narthex. 

   As one of our special features for December, there will be a display 
of a large wooden ark and animals, handcrafted by Jim Allen.  We will 
also staff a table at the Bethlehem Bazaar to give out materials on 
Heifer International.  On Sundays, look for a Heifer Kid handing out 
information and collecting donations in the blue cup that “runneth 
over”.  Sunday School kids are also collecting for Heifer bee hives. 

   The Heifer/Sharing Table (and pew beside it!) has been stocked with 
new books.  Produce donations this summer and fall have been very light, so not much money was 

raised that way.  But there has been a lot of interest in the books.  We have 
acquired a brand new supply (3 large boxes!)  All these are hard bound books 
written by best selling, well known authors: Erich Segal, Charles Swindoll, Anne 
Rice, Susan Howatch, Frederick Forsyth, Julie Garwood, Richard Bachman, 
Harlan Corben, Sue Grafton, Lisa Jackson, LaVyrle Spencer, James Patterson, and 
many, many more.  These books look brand new, so I would like to suggest a 
minimum donation of $1 as that is about what we will from from the used book 
store.  But feel free to take what you want — they make wonderful gifts for the 
booklovers in your life! 

Wrap Up Your Christmas Giving 

with Heifer International 

By Virginia Guffey 
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   We are finishing up Fall lessons of Moses.  The children 
learned that God used Moses (and his brother Aaron) to save 
the Israelites.   Our classes included a trek to the Red Sea, 
camping by Mt. Sinai where God passed down the 10 
Commandments and other interesting lessons.  

   December 7th begins a new series of Sunday School lessons, 
"Stories of Jesus."   First 3 lessons are based on Jesus' birth and 
celebration.  Next we learn about Jesus' youth, his baptism by 
John, his struggle with Satan in the desert, Jesus in the 
Synagogue, Jesus calling his disciples, Jesus' sermon on the 
mount, Jesus heals, Jesus' friends, Easter and Jesus always be 
with us.   They will have arts and crafts and songs to sing  about 
the lessons.  I encourage families to talk to their children about 
the lessons.    

   Please thank our teachers who are committed to teaching the 
children about God:  Ruby Wicker, Phyllis Martin, Adriane 
Samcoff, Mary Ellen Milne, Mary Maret, Kathy Glass, Nancy 
Klanjac,  and Tracy Mittendorf.  

   Thank you for your support of Sunday School.  

   The Sunday School class is 
collecting and donating money 
to purchase bee hives for the 
Heifer Project. Bee hives are 
essential for honey and for 
pollinating crops. Without 
pollination we would have no 
crops. The children will 
appreciate your donations. 
Thank you!  (For more 
information contact Nancy 
Klanjac.) 

Help Fund Some 

Bee Hives!  

Sunday School News by Nancy Klanjac,  

Children’s Sunday School Superintendant 

   December is upon us and with it begins the winter quarter of Bible Study.  Worship styles and 
accessories have changed a lot in the last 30 years so it is time for us to reexamine what the Bible says 
about worship.  We refer to our weekly meetings as Sunday "worship services."  In those services we 
worship through hymns and prayers.  Is that all there is?  (ref. Peggy Lee.)  The answer is "no."  In 
Biblical times the setting for worship was the mighty deeds of God.  The mightiest of these deeds was 
the sending of His Son to live and die for the salvation of His sinful and stubborn people.  

   In December we will worship in awe.  "We worship an awesome God."  In January we will study 
worship through prayer.  In February we will study worship through daily stewardship.  

   Worship begins with recognition of the greatness of God, is developed through our prayers to God, 
and is acted out through our service for God and others.  The studies of this quarter will enrich your 
sense of worship so that you live each day in the acknowledged presence of God.  

   Come and join us on Sunday mornings at nine a.m.  We dismiss at 9:45 and accommodate 
those who have responsibilities for the 10:00 a.m. church service.  If 9:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings is 
inconvenient and a large enough group could meet during the daytime on a week day, this study could 
also be offered then.  Inform the Pastor, the church office, or myself of your interest.  

Adult Bible Study & Sunday School by Loren Guffey 



From left to right:  Virginia Grabbe, Ed Klanjac, 
Nancy Klanjac, Loretta Dodge, Mary McCollum, 
Roy Anderson, Gay Anderson. 
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Life’s Challenges Support 

Group for Men and 

Women 

December 3 and 17 

6 pm in the Library 

   Life's Challenges provides support for persons 
coping with difficult challenges such as divorce, 
unemployment, loss of a loved one, financial 
problems and more.  We offer 
opportunities for renewal, 
restoration and kinship in a safe, 
nurturing and confidential 
environment.  
   Call the Church Office 961-
6631 or contact Loretta Dodge 
or Bob Gilberg for more 
information.  

   Viriginia Grabbe has a Master’s degree in 
Marriage and Family Counseling and leads 
the Women’s Support Group 
on alternating Monday evenings 
from 6:30-8:00 pm in the Teen 
Room (backside of Potter next to the 
Nursery).  The focus of the Women’s 
Support Group is to identify hurts, habits or 
hang-ups that hinder our being in 
relationship with God.  Also, to experience 
the benefit of fellowship that comes from 
being in a small group.  Please contact Laurel 
Jensen for more information: 
 laureljensen@ix.netcom.com or call (916) 
903-6061. 

Women’s Support 

Group 

Mondays,  

December 8 and 22 

Ladies Luncheon 

Friday, December 5 
All the ladies of the 
church are invited to 
join us for lunch on 
Friday, December 5 
at 12 noon.  We will 
meet at El Tapatio at 
5637 Sunrise 
Boulevard.  Please 

RSVP to Doris Ashworth at 961-3586. 

Over 80s Group Having 

Fun at Wonderful Chinese 

Restaurant, Nov. 12, 2014 

mailto:laureljensen@ix.netcom.com
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   Trustees has approved new shelving 
for the Narthex.  The Jiffy Fixers will 
design and install the shelving when 
time permits.  At present, all of the 

Eagle Scout projects are completed.  We have 
rumors of more Eagle Scout projects in the 
future.  Trustees are always open for suggestions 
of projects which may be directed to the scouts 
for their discussion.  The new computers (Eagle 
Scout project) are now fully functional.  Software 
licenses have been secured for all the new 
computers.   

   With this new year, the Trustees are going to be 
looking more towards maintenance and 
emergency issues with our campus and less 
towards capital improvements.  With that in 
mind, if you see a “maintenance issue” or a safety 
issue which needs to be addressed, please bring it 
to our attention via the Church Office. 

Your Trustees by 

Lance Bach 

Finance Ministry by Ellen Frosch 
Here it is, December already.  Like most of you, I can't believe how quickly the year has come and 
gone.  An important note for everyone about your 2014 contributions.  All money and givings that 
you want recorded on your 2014 pledge statement need to be turned in by Monday, December 
29, 2014.  This allows Finance Committee time to process the givings and deposit them in the 
2014 calendar year.   

   Here is a summary of our income and expenses: 

   For the 2015 calendar year, we have received 53 pledges 
totaling $134,035.  This pledge total is $15,751 greater than 
last year's pledge, which is wonderful news for our church 
congregation and our ministries.  

   Month of                   Year to Date 
                      October                     Jan – Oct 2014 
Income          $ 11,555                      $ 147,986 
Expenses       $ 26,775                      $ 181,678 
                    ($ 15,220)                    ($ 33,691)  Shortfall 

   Caring Ministry has purchased two different 
sizes and styles of chair pads to be used by 
anyone during any get-together or church 
service in the Sanctuary.  Many people have 
difficulty with the hard chair surfaces and we 
hope these will be a benefit. 

   Do they work?  Are they comfortable? Too 
big ? Too small?  Please let a member of Caring 
Ministry know what you think. 

   Because we are now offering verbal  prayers 
during the service, I may not hear them all.  If 
your prayers need to be added to the Prayer 
Chain or you would like some assistance/help 
from the Caring Ministers, please let me know.  
You may call or e-mail me, whatever is best for 
you. (482-3514; bettyharrahs@hotmail.com) 

Caring 

Ministry by 

Betty Phillips 
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Three Common Traits of Youth  

Who Don't Leave the Church  

By Joy Gilberg, Youth Director 
   I came across a very enlightening article from the internet and I would like to share it here because it 
reflects my desires and prayers for SWAG. I found it from faithit.com and it was written by Jon 
Nielson who is a college pastor at College Church in Wheaton, Illinois. Here is the abridged form of 
the article.  

   What is it that sets apart the kids who stay in the church? This does and it's a must read - 

Three Common Traits of Youth Who Don't Leave the Church: 

1. They are Converted. 
   Listen to these words: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come.” (2 Cor. 5:17) We as youth leaders need to preach, teach, and talk—
all the while praying fervently for the miraculous work of regeneration to occur in the hearts and souls 
of our students by the power of the Holy Spirit! When that happens—when the “old goes” and the 
“new comes”—it will not be iffy. We will not be dealing with a group of “nominal Christians.” We 
will be ready to teach, disciple, and equip a generation of future church leaders—“new creations”!—
who are hungry to know and speak God’s Word. It is converted students who go on to love Jesus and 
serve the church. 

2. They have been Equipped, not Entertained. 

   If I have not equipped the students in my ministry to share the gospel, disciple a young believer, and 
lead a Bible study, then I have not fulfilled my calling to them, no matter how good my programs have 
been. We pray for conversion; that is all we can do, for it is entirely a gracious gift of God. But after 
conversion, it is our Christ-given duty to help fan into flame a faith that serves, leads, teaches, and 
grows. If our students leave high school without Bible-reading habits, Bible-study skills, and strong 
examples of discipleship and prayer, we have lost them. We have entertained, not equip them... And it 
may indeed be time to panic!  

   Forget your youth programs for a second. Are we sending out from our ministries the kind of 
students who will show up to college in a different state, join a church, and begin doing the work of 
gospel ministry there without being asked? Are we equipping them to that end, or are we merely 
giving them a good time while they're with us? We don't need youth group junkies; we need to be 
growing churchmen and churchwomen who are equipped to teach, lead, and serve. Put your youth 
ministry strategies aside as you look at that 16-year old young man and ask: "How can I spend four 
years with this kid, helping him become the best  church deacon and sixth-grade Sunday school class 
teacher he can be, ten years down the road?" Continued on next page... 

Thursdays at 7 pm 

in the Teen Room 

http://faithit.com/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.%205.17
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3. Their Parents Preached the Gospel to Them.  
   As a youth pastor, I can’t do all this. All this equipping that I’m talking about is utterly beyond my 
limited capabilities. It is impossible for me to bring conversion, of course, but it is also impossible for 
me to have an equipping ministry that sends out vibrant churchmen and churchwomen if my ministry 
is not being reinforced tenfold in the students’ homes. The common thread that binds together almost 
every ministry-minded 20-something that I know is abundantly clear: a home where the gospel was 
not peripheral but absolutely central. The 20-somethings who are serving, leading, and driving the 
ministries at our church were kids whose parents made them go to church. They are kids whose 
parents punished them and held them accountable when they were rebellious. They are kids whose 
parents read the Bible around the dinner table every night. And they are kids whose parents were 
tough but who ultimately operated from a framework of grace that held up the cross of Jesus as the 
basis for peace with God and forgiveness toward one another. 

   Youth pastors, youth leaders, pray with all your might for true conversion; that is God’s work. 
Equip the saints for the work of the ministry; that is your work. Parents, preach the gospel and live the 
gospel for your children; our work depends on you. 

...continued from previous page 
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   On the 3rd Saturday of each month, Ruby and Wayde Wicker 
reach out to the homeless community in Fair Oaks, Carmichael, 
and downtown Sacramento by providing tarps for shelter in the 
winter and shade in the summer. They have become known for 
their ministry and are recognized by people in need. However, 
Ruby and Wayde need our help to continue helping others.  
Tarps may be dropped off in the collection bin in the Narthex.  
Monetary donations may be placed in the offering plate.  (Please 
write “Tarps” in the memo line of a check or on the outside of 
an envelope for a cash donation.) 

   Ruby and Wayde also take clothing to the homeless 
community. Wintertime sees an increase in the need for gloves 
and hats. Clothing items may also be left in the “Tarp” collection 
bins in the Narthex. 

   For more information about this outreach ministry or how you 
can help, please see Ruby or Wayde.  They will be happy to 
answer any questions you may have. 

Outreach Ministry:  Tarps for the Homeless 

Outreach Ministry: 

Sunrise Christian Food Bank 

BRING YOUR DONATIONS  

1st SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH! 

 Canned Fruit 

 Canned Vegetables 

 Canned Tuna (5 oz. preferred) 

 Macaroni & Cheese 

 Dry Beans 

 Rice 

 Peanut Butter (18 oz. preferred) 

 Ramen-type Soup Mix 

 Cold Cereal 

 Canned Meats 

SHOPPING LIST: 

Mary Ellen Milne won the picnic gift 

basket for selling the most tickets to 

the November 1 Sister Swing/Family 

Promise benefit concert.  

Congratulations, Mary Ellen! 
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What is Scrip? 

   It’s fundraising while you shop!  Scrip fundraising gift cards are the same gift cards you would 
normally purchase from a retailer in your local retail stores, and they work the same way. You’ll find 
cards you can use at grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, movie theaters, home improvement 
stores, and more.  You are paying full face value for a gift card that can be used in place of cash, 
checks, or credit cards for everyday shopping.  The Church Office will place a group order on the 1st 
and 3rd Mondays of the month.  We pay a reduced cost for the gift card and immediately “earn” the 
difference.   

How Do I Place an Order? 

   Orders may be  

1. handed to Kathy Glass or Geri Ann Alviso on a Sunday 

2. placed in the blue pouch on the Narthex Bulletin Board (lower right corner) 

3. placed in the Admin Asst Spencer mailbox (lower right corner) 

4. mailed to the Church Office 

5. turned in at the Church Office during office hours 

   Use the Holiday Scrip Ideas order form on the next page or download the extended order form on 
our website (http://fairoaksumc.org/#/upcoming-events/downloads-slidesinserts).  Keep forgetting 
to place an order?  Try this trick:  Put a copy of the scrip order form with your other bills.  This will 
remind you about scrip when you are paying your bills! 

Order Schedule for December 2014 

 12/1 (Mon) scrip order placed 

 12/3 (Wed) scrip order arrives & can be picked up during office hours 

 12/7 (Sun) see Geri Ann Alviso or Kathy Glass to pick up your scrip order after worship 

 

 12/15 (Mon) scrip order placed 

 12/17 (Wed) scrip order arrives & can be picked up during office hours 

 12/21 (Sun) see Geri Ann Alviso or Kathy Glass to pick up your scrip order 
after worship 
 

   (Beginning January 2015, the scrip order schedule will change.  Read the January 
Acorn for updated information.) 

Questions? 

   Please contact me during office hours (M-F, 8:30 am-12:30 pm) and I will be happy to talk to you! 

 

Scrip Can Make Your Life EASIER This Holiday Season! 

By Dedra Beauchamp, Church Secretary 
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Store Name / % Amount Qty. Total Store Name / % Amount Qty. Total 

Going somewhere?   Dinner at your house? 

76 Gas  (1.5%) $25.00     Bel-Air (4%) $25.00     

76 Gas  (1.5%) $100.00     Bel-Air (4%) $100.00     

ARCO (1.5%) $50.00     Raley's (4%) $25.00     

ARCO (1.5%) $100.00     Raley's (4%) $100.00     

ARCO (2.5%) $250.00     Safeway (4%) $25.00     

Chevron (1%) $50.00     Safeway (4%) $100.00     

Chevron (1%) $100.00     Sprouts Farmers Market (5%) $25.00     

Chevron (1%) $250.00     Sprouts Farmers Market (5%) $50.00     

        Sprouts Farmers Market (5%) $100.00     

Gift ideas…         

Amazon.com (3%) $25.00     Want somebody else to do the hard work? 

Amazon.com (3%) $100.00     Boston Market (12%) $10.00     

Babies"R"Us (3%) $20.00     Honey Baked Ham (12%) $25.00     

Babies"R"Us (3%) $100.00             

Barnes & Noble (9%) $10.00     Need a yummy dessert? 

Barnes & Noble (9%) $25.00     Cheesecake Factory (5%) $25.00     

Barnes & Noble (9%) $100.00     Coco's Restaurant & Bakery (8%) $10.00     

Bath & Body Works (13%) $10.00             

Bath & Body Works (13%) $25.00     No matter how much they ate the day before,  

Big 5 Sporting Goods (8%) $25.00     does your family still want breakfast in the morning? 

Harry & David (10%) $25.00     Tell them the kitchen is closed, the cook is retired,  

Sports Authority (8%) $25.00     hand them a scrip card, and go back to bed! 

Sports Authority (8%) $100.00     Denny's (7%) $10.00     

Toys"R"Us (3%) $20.00     Hometown Buffet (5%) $25.00     

Toys"R"Us (3%) $100.00     IHOP (8%) $25.00     

        Noah's Bagels (10%) $10.00     

Do you have friends and family in another state         

with different stores/restaurants than here? You might want to keep these on hand "just in case." 

Ask the church office to look up a regional store  Cold Stone Creamery (8%) $10.00     

or check online at www.shopwithscrip.com Jamba Juice (7%) $10.00     

and click on "Retailer List” at the bottom of the page. See's Candies (20%) $18.00     

Cracker Barrel (9%) $10.00     Starbucks (7%) $10.00     

Cracker Barrel (9%) $25.00     Starbucks (7%) $25.00     

Bloomingdale's (12%) $25.00             

Bloomingdale's (12%) $100.00     Are you making something for the Bethlehem Bazaar? 

Dillard's (9%) $25.00     Jo-Ann Fabric & Craft Stores (6%) $25.00     

Dillard's (9%) $100.00     Michaels (4%) $25.00     

Lord & Taylor (8%) $25.00             

        And just because it makes me happy that they still exist… 

Don't forget the thank you notes! Piggly Wiggly in WI & IL only (3%) $25.00     

Hallmark (4%) $25.00             

DATE:  NAME:     # OF CARDS:  TOTAL $ AMOUNT: 
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For February Acorn — Wednesday, January 28, 8:30 am 

For March Acorn — Wednesday, February 25, 8:30 am 

For April Acorn — Wednesday, March 25, 8:30 am 

For June Acorn — Wednesday, May 27, 8:30 am 

 

 

For January 2015 Acorn — Monday, January 5, 8:30 am 

(Note:  This is the first Monday in January.) 

For May Acorn — Wednesday, April 22, 8:30 am 

(Note:  This is the Wednesday BEFORE Church Council meets.) 

(Usually the Wednesday after Church Council meets.   

Exceptions noted below.) 

   The monthly Acorn newsletter is a great way for our 
ministries and groups to let everyone know of meeting 
times, events, fundraisers, etc., etc., etc.  But it can be so 
much more!  Use the Acorn to let your church family 
know about special occasions in your life.  Anything 
from a birthday announcement to a college student 

update to a sports achievement are all excellent items to include in the Acorn.  Submit 
information about your life events, large or small, to the Church Office (office@FairOaksUMC.org) 
by Monday, January 5 at 8:30 am for inclusion in the January Acorn newsletter.  Don’t forget:  
photos help tell the story and early submissions are always accepted! 

The Acorn: A Newsletter and So Much More! 
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   Do you have any “Remember When” photos?  Photos can be 
mailed, emailed, or handed in to the Church Office.  You can 
also drop them off in the blue pouch on the Narthex Bulletin 
Board (lower right corner) on Sunday mornings.  Photos will be 
returned. 

   Do you recognize anyone in 
these photos?  Do you know 
the story behind the photo?  
Updated information can be 
included in the next Acorn. 

REMEMBER WHEN? 

Thanks to an anonymous informant, I have names to go with some of these reindeers 

featured in November’s Remember When? Column.  Can you name the rest? 

Betty 

Phillips 

 

Loretta 

Dodge 

 

Virginia 

Wells 

Gretchen 

Hatfield 

Phyllis 

Martin 

Bernice 

Meyer 

Gay 

Anderson 

Spiritual Fitness ~~ author unknown, shared by Margo Williams 

If you can start the day without caffeine or pep pills, 

If you can be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains, 

If you can resist complaining and boring people with your troubles, 

If you can understand when loved ones are too busy to give you time, 

If you can overlook when people take things out on you   

 when, through no fault of your own,  

 something goes wrong, 

If you can take criticism and blame without resentment, 

If you can conquer tension without medical help, 

If you can relax without pills or liquor, 

If you can sleep without the aid of drugs, 

Then you are probably a dog. 

 



Fruitfulness and Faithfulness Tour 
Kicks Off 
Last weekend [Nov. 15-16], several hundred people 

attended the opening weekend of Bishop Warner H. 

Brown Jr.'s celebrating fruitfulness and faithfulness tour 

with clergy and laity doing dynamic ministry.  Bishop 

Brown preached, held a question and answer session, 

and highlighted the conference's Imagine No Malaria 

efforts.  Choirs from the various regions sang and 

churches shared highlights from their ministry. Other 

regional events will take place on the following dates: 

* February 21-22, 2015 in the Sacramento and Oakland 

areas; 

* March 28-29, 2015 in the San Jose and Peninsula 

areas; and 

* October 17-18, 2015 in the Fresno/Visalia and 

Modesto areas. 

(from Nov. 21, 2014 Instant Connection e-
newsletter) 
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Lincoln UMC  
Celebrates 125th 
Lincoln United Methodist Church 
celebrated their 125th Anniversary in 
September. They designed a banner, 
and had leftover squares to use for a 
new quilt. They are currently holding a 
silent auction for the quilt. Read more at 
http://www.lincolnunitedmethodistchurch 
.com/AroundtheWorldQuilt. 
 
(from Nov. 13, 2014 Instant 
Connection e-newsletter) 

California-Nevada Conference  

Instant Connection e-newsletters  
 

Interested in reading more?  Go to http://calnev-email.brtapp.com/subscribe to 

have the Instant Connection e-newsletter delivered to your email in box or 

contact the Church Office for help or questions. 
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Upcoming Events at 

United Methodist 

Churches in the 

Sunrise Circuit 
 

Sunrise Circuit Churches include Rio 

Linda UMC, Elverta UMC, North 

Sacramento UMC, Trinity UMC, St. 

Mark’s UMC, St. Andrew’s UMC, Citrus 

Heights UMC, Sacramento Cho-Un 

Korean UMC, Fair Oaks UMC, UMC of 

Rancho Cordova, and Wesley UMC. 

UMC of  

Rancho Cordova 

2101 Zinfandel Dr. 

635-4242 
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 Book Club 

   December’s Book Club 
selection is Choosing 
Christmas by Danielle 
Stewart. From Amazon.com:  
“All Chris wants is a normal 
Christmas. He’s spent his life 
dodging the police and trying to 
protect his son from the life he’s 
caught up in. He’s just returned 
from killing a killer and he swears 
it's his last act as a criminal. That 
is until his boss, the sexy blonde 

who is too uptight for her own good, ends up in a compromising 
position.  Sydney Collingsworth doesn't celebrate Christmas. 
She doesn't celebrate anything anymore. Unless you count a 
bottle of champagne every time she breaks up with another 
deadbeat boyfriend.  Will these two opposites fall under the 
spell of the holidays long enough to realize they’re perfect for 
each other or will each of their pasts catch up with them before 
they get the chance?” 

Bring a sack lunch and join us  

on December 15 at noon in the library! 

Pinochle 

 

 

   

 

 

   Roy and Gay Anderson will host 
pinochle on Friday, December 12 
at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary. Come 
on out for a night of  fellowship and 
fun. We will teach you to play 
Pinochle if  you have never played 
before! 

Mark Your Calendar With These Upcoming Dates…. 

12/05   Little Methodist School  

 Parent’s Night Out 

12/05 The Circuit Revival  

 at UMC of  Rancho Cordova 

12/06 Bethlehem Bazaar  

 and Advent Concert 

12/24 Christmas Eve Services 

12/25 Tongan Ministry  

 Christmas Day Service 

12/31  Tongan Ministry Watch Night Service 

01/31 Praise & Pasta 
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DECEMBER MINISTRIES 

GREETERS 

7  

14  

21  

28 SWAG Youth Group  

  

LITURGISTS 

7  

14 Elaine Bach 

21 Sammie Lee Wilhoit 

28 SWAG Youth Group  

  

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOSTS 

7 Tongan Congregation 

14 Mary and Joe Maret 

21 Phinney/Couch/Floyd Team 

28 Ruby Wicker and Lora Allen 

 

COUNTERS 

7 Ellen Frosch & Pat Eichner 

14 Judy Shearer & Elaine Bach 

21 Lynn Sabatini  

28 Bill Floyd & Chris Globis 

    

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

7 Phyllis Martin 

14 Nancy Klanjac 

21 Tracy Mittendorf 

28 Nancy Klanjac  

  

HOW TO SIGN UP 

You can help out – try to sign up a month or more 

ahead of time. You can call the Church Office or 

sign up on the clipboard located on the Narthex 

Bulletin Board. Thanks for your help! 

COMMUNION STEWARD 

Elaine Bach 

COMMUNION SERVERS on Dec. 7 

Ellen Frosch and Nancy Edwards 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

7 Pastor Jeong Park 

14 Vicki Walker 

21  

28 SWAG Youth Group  

  

WORSHIP MEDIA TEAM 

7 Adriane Samcoff 

14 Andrew Maret 

21 Judd Adizas 

28 SWAG Youth Group/Andrew Maret  

   

FLOWERS 

7  

14  

21  

28  

  





The Fair Oaks’ ACORN is published monthly by the 

Fair Oaks United Methodist Church and is 

distributed at the end of each month.  Newsletters 

are also online at FairOaksUMC.org/#/find-out-

more/newsletters. 

Next Deadline: Monday, Jan. 5, 2015 at 8:30 am.  

Submit articles to the Church Office in person or by 

email at office@fairoaksumc.org.  Submissions may 

be edited for accuracy, length or clarity.   

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd.  

Fair Oaks, CA 95628 

 

Phone: (916) 961-6631 

Fax: (916) 961-1572 

E-mail: office@fairoaksumc.org 

Promoting the love of Christ and nurturing 

spiritual growth for each individual, the 

church and the community. 

We’re on the web! 

www.fairoaksumc.org 

Fair Oaks  

United Methodist Church  


